
Hesperaloe parviflora (Torr.) 
J. M.Coult. ssp. parviflora (Figs. 12–13)

Distribution: Mexico, NW Coahuila;
USA, central Texas, Edwards Plateau
area at 500–2000m altitude in desert,
oak and chaparral zones.

Stem caespitose, forming clumps to
30–120cm diameter.  Leaves
curved, variable, flexible, green, fine
canaliculate, linear, 30–120cm
long, marginal fibres variable, coarse.
Inflorescence 1–3m long, usually
branched in the upper half, paniculate,
flowers tubular to oblong-
campanulate, 25–35mm long, pink to
salmon-coloured, yellow and cream-
coloured in cultivation.  Capsules
woody when ripe, ovate to oblong,
30–40mm long, 25–30mm wide.
Seeds black 9–10mm long, 6–8mm
wide, 1mm thick.

The Caespitose Red Hesperaloe, 
H. parviflora ssp. parviflora, has the
greatest distribution range in the genus.
The flowering period extends, as for 
H. campanulata, from April to October.
This is in contrast to ssp. bechtoldii,
which only flowers from April to May.
The flowers are smaller, although the
plants are larger in all other respects.
In central Europe (Germany) it is frost-
hardy to -18°C, as is ssp. bechtoldii.
Natural hybrids with Hesperaloe funifera
and H. nocturna are reported by Starr
(1997: 295–296).

Hesperaloe parviflora (Torr.) J. M.Coult. ssp. bechtoldii
(Fig. 14)

Fig. 13  Hesperaloe parviflora.  Yellow flowered form, in cultivation in Colorado (Photo:
Jeff Thompson)

Fig. 12  Hesperaloe parviflora flowers, in cultivation in Arizona
(Photo: Fritz Hochstätter)

Hesperaloe parviflora (Torr.) J. M. Coult. ssp.
bechtoldii Hochstätter subsp. nov. Differt haec
subspecies a ssp. parviflora et aliis Hesperalois
statura minori, floribus diurnibus longioribus
salmoneis, non apertionibus latis, cum stylis
exsertis, et florescentibus non nisi in Aprili vel
Maio.
Type: Mexico, Coahuila, Sierra El Burro, Canyon
El Colorado, alt. 662m; 14 Apr 1996, Michael
BECHTOLD 733 (HEID, holo.).
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Fig. 14  Hesperaloe parviflora ssp. bechtoldii
(Photos: Michael Bechtold)
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This subspecies differs from ssp. parvi-
flora and other Hesperaloe by its smaller
size, longer, diurnal, salmon-coloured
flowers, not opening wide, with style
exserted, and flowering only in April
or May.

Etymology: This subspecies is named
for Michael Bechtold (Fig. 15), who
has made a life-long study of
Hesperaloe, as well as the Agavaceae and
Cactaceae.

Common name: Dwarf  Hesperaloe.

Distribution: Mexico, Coahuila, grow-
ing in flat sandy areas, associated with
Agave lechuguilla, Agave havardiana,
Echinocactus horizonthalonius, Echino-
cereus caespitosus and Opuntia spp.
Known only from the type locality.

Stem acaulescent, rhizomatous, form-
ing irregular small clumps to 20–40cm
diameter.  Leaves stiff, erect, curving
somewhat to the side, green,
finely canaliculate, lanceolate,
20–40cm long, with pronounced mar-
ginal fibres, 2–4cm long.  Inflorescence
erect, leaning somewhat when in full
bloom, 30–80cm long, unbranched.
Flowers not opening widely, salmon-
coloured, appearing above the leaves,
tubular, 30–50mm long, open during
the day, closing in the evening, fila-
ments 8–16mm long, anthers 2–4mm
long, ovary at anthesis 4–8mm long
and wide, style exserted (in contrast to
ssp. parviflora), 12–18mm long.  Ripe
capsules woody, ovate to oblong,
25–30mm long, 20–30mm wide.
Seeds black, 8–10mm long, 5–7mm
wide, 1mm thick. 

Subspecies bechtoldii grows in a flat, sandy area and is
only from this locality.  Associated plants are Agave
lechuguilla, Agave havardiana, Echinocactus horizonthalo-
nius, Echinocereus caespitosus and Opuntia spp. 

This is in contrast to subspecies parviflora, which is
repeatedly flowering over a longer period from March
to September, as does Hesperaloe campanulata.  The
flowers of  both subspecies open during the day and
close in the evening in contrast to those of  Hesperaloe
nocturna and Hesperaloe tenuifolia, which are night-
flowering.  The seeds are ripe in June or July.

Hesperaloe tenuifolia G.D.Starr, Madroño 44(3):
293–294.  1997.  (Fig. 16)

Common name: Tropical Hesperaloe.

Type: Mexico, Sonora, 24km NE of  Alamos, near
Rancho Santa Barbara on Cerro Agujudo, 1500m; 16
May 1990, S MEYER & P JENKINS 9063 (ARIZ).

Distribution: known only from the Sonoran type local-
ity, on dry, rocky hilltops in pine and oak woods
at 1500m altitude.

Stem acaulescent, forming open, small clumps to 50cm
wide.  Leaves curved, variable, linear, 50–100cm long,

Fig. 15  Michael Bechtold at the location of Agave parrasana in SE Coahuila, Mexico.
In the background are Yucca carnerosana, Agave gentryi, Dasylirion sp. 
(Photo: Michael Bechtold)
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